85. Our trip in KÁRPÁTALJA…

As we planned and previously published we were off to Beregszasz with my voluntary colleague István Rózsenberszki on the 4th of December. We traveled with the car of the foundation. The car was fully packed with clothes. The approximately 2,000 pieces of books had already been dispatched by our border-crossing bureaucracy experienced partners. Later the donations were sorted out by Eva and Csaba Szendi and their staff, which we are really grateful for. 

After a very cordial reception by József Bacskai Consul we went to a village called Eszeny, where the “Ritmus Táncegyüttes” celebrated the 20th anniversary. The co-founder and leader Tibor Szabó has been the lifeblood of an exemplary community shape in the past two decades. Many of former founders have been left by now, but they still keep in contact. We could have seen their children dancing on the stage. You could not move in the small village-centre.

It was nice to see that apart from the locals, the founders and their families how many people, including district leaders, the region's cultural and media people, members of foreign partners' groups felt important to come and visit this event. All of them brought gifts and cards to the members of the group and its manager. Also the outsider could have felt the love of the common sign of fellowship between the members and the grateful audience. The mayor and others proudly repeated how the “ESZENYI NÉPTÁNCEGYÜTTES“ flung the name of the small town all over in the world. And so it is good. We want them to continue to achieve more success and to find more sponsors in the future, they able to help them to keep and inherited the folk dance traditions for the today's and future generations. Be still a colour for many local and international events. For us, this place was important because the reason of our journey - in addition to the donation – was to get to know more people. We had opportunity to meet and talk some prominent people to, who are the local leaders in the public life of various small communities. We are confident that the direct and mutual acquaintance will result further contact with our foundation. 

The next day Mr. Bacskai accompanied us to some donated organizations, through which – according to the preliminary plans – we could bring the “Hungarian word” also to some libraries of small communities with modest circumstances. It was good to hear that the recent shipment of books contains good composition and texture. Of course, in the same time - mixing with some bitterness and opposition - it has also occurred to our mind why they have become obsolete these days then? During our trip we have continuous experienced that the means-tested how much force can be a value-added. We were delighted to see and hear that the children in the local primary school love to read too. In the meantime The Reformed Church and the libraries have become a base for community spirit and culture by the floods, lack of infrastructure and unemployment hit areas. The wide range of charitable and other local activities, community life, shaping (re-) take on the state legislative environment (or the lack of it), over-centralized bureaucracy and often do not help significantly to today - in my opinion - a formal civil society organizations in Kartatalja embryonic creation. 

We hope this will be change in the future, and maybe - at home together with our civil partners - our Foundation is able to assume its role in shaping the current situation. 

We definitely need to mention that József Bacskai enjoys a very great popularity and awareness in the region. We constantly heard from the conversations the Consul`s great and deeply knowledge for the Kárpátalja-Hungarians problems and actualities. Secondly, his specific role is also assisted by a very significant and meaningful remedy for the existing serious problems. His wide range of personal relationships and through the "working hours" and the obligatory time performed programs are a very important driver of the service carried out in a manner worthy of the Hungarian state. We noticed that his personality is not only the surface of the sphere and the office an "important customer" focus on the characteristic. He is also a partner in his private life for the people in Kárpátalja, so there is no wonder that he is often commended by the locals.

We believe that all the public, institutionalized and individual civil assistance, cooperation in the future - after the former “Erdély-centric” approach – should be turn to the to convert the existing relations in Kárpátalja.

We know that the border crossing in this direction today is much more difficult than usually. However, we still need to find some solutions. As we were trying to find and record some possible future contacts, we saw there are still villages, where the internet access is much rarer then anywhere in Hungary,.

We could have seen and felt the fact that these days there are areas where instead of computer there is bread and food which are needed.

We are waiting and looking for everyone, who wants to do anything in this matter. There is enough things to do….

